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Meeting Minutes  v5 Mid-Atlantic Regional Partnership Committee October 21, 2017 Giant 

Community Center  
2300 Linglestown Road, Harrisburg, PA 17110  

  

Attendees:   

  

MARPC: AHC: Barb Wiemann; AMC-DV: Dan Schwartz, Bill Steinmetz; BHC: Susan Charkes,  

Abbie Wysor; BMECC: Scott Birchman; CVATC: Kevin Shannon, Mike Bowman; KTA: Jim Foster;  

MCM: Michael O’Connor, Bill Saunders; NYNJTC: Ron Rosen, Moe Lemire, Jim Haggett, Walt 

Daniels; PATC; Peter Brown, Rush Williamson; SATC: Cindy Radich, Jeff Buehler; WTC: Jan King; 

YHC: Tom Morley.  

  

ATC –  Ron Tipton, Laurie Potteiger, Leanna Joyner; ATC-MARO –  Karen Lutz, Bob Sickley, 

Michele Miller, Ryan Seltzer, Sara Haxby, Brooks Mountcastle; ATC-SMP – Katie Hess.  

  

NPS – Denise Nelson, Keith Stegall, Jonathan Ludwick.  

  

The Chair, Ron Rosen, opened the meeting at 9:03 AM and welcomed everyone. He reviewed some 

housekeeping details and noted the attendance of Ron Tipton, and then reviewed the agenda. All 

attendees introduced themselves with their affiliations.   

  

The Chair introduced the approval of minutes for the March 2017 meeting. Karen Lutz mentioned that 

she had given the Secretary (Bill Saunders) a mark-up with a few minor corrections. The minutes were 

approved unanimously by the MARPC.   

  

President’s Message  

  

Ron Tipton, who is retiring at the end of 2017, provided remarks about recent accomplishments and 

current ATC initiatives. He has been involved with the A.T. since 1974 when he was with PATC. He 

sees his upcoming departure as a transition, not the end of his A.T. involvement. Ron reviewed some 

accomplishments of the past few years.  

  

• The clubs play a critical role in effective stewardship. The number of hikers is increasing; more 

than 3800 started at Springer this year, and there are more hikers everywhere. ATC has 

achieved success working with Baxter State Park--which established a cap on the number of 

hikers who could enter the park from Monson or further south, and also includes southbound 

thru hikers--and operating the visitors center at Monson. There has also been a focus on 

Georgia: voluntary thru hiker registrations, ATCamp registration, etc. ATC now has one 

fulltime visitor use manager.  

  

• In the area of proactive protection, we are partnering with 15 organizations in the A.T. 

Landscape Partnership, which held its third conference recently. We have selected 10 focal 

areas (5 in MARO). We anticipate a Penn Foundation grant to focus on Kittatinny Ridge. Ron 
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handed out a list of lands near the A.T. acquired in recent years (usually by the National Park 

Service (NPS) or the Forest Service (USFS), and said the A.T. is the most important large 

landscape conservation effort in the U.S. He expects ATC to receive a large donation for further 

landscape preservation. Threats to the Trail also create opportunities for protection, such as 

pipeline crossings and the Blue Mountain Ski Resort.  

  

• In the area of broader relevancy, there is a focus on how to bring younger and more diverse 

populations to the A.T. We are working with many partners, created the Next Generation 

Advisory Council, established programs to bring urban youths to the Trail, and are developing 

young leaders. Ron is very involved in dialogues and projects trying new approaches; he 

mentioned a project in Washington, DC that is arranging hikes and promoting open dialogues.  

  

• In regard to engaged partners, ATC is committed to assisting clubs, building stronger bonds, 

and strengthening law enforcement (LE) partnerships. The regular conference calls with club 

leaders are one example. We have an agreement from two members of the House of  

Representatives to start an Appalachian Trail Caucus, which hopefully will become a venue to 

raise issues.  

  

• In regard to his successor, a selection of five Board members identified three finalists and the 

selection will be announced soon. The new president will arrive at ATC in early December.    

  

Tom Morley asked if the diversity partners have provided information to better understand why these 

populations are not using the Trail. Ron Tipton said they often lack previous experience, they do not 

know how to go about it, and there are other barriers. The Outdoor Afro program is organizing hikes 

and communicating about how to use the A.T. Karen Lutz commented that we all had invitations to 

hike and use the A.T.; many minority groups never had such invitations. Moe Lemire mentioned that 

he sees increasing diversity at his Trail section, but many lack knowledge about how to behave (e.g., 

carrying out their trash). Jim Foster suggested that minorities do not feel welcome when they see hikes 

and clubs that are mostly white. Laurie Potteiger stated that we learned proper behavior from family 

and role models, some minorities have not experienced that.  

  

Volunteer Service Agreement  

  

Leanna Joyner provided an update on the Volunteer Service Agreement (VSA). She has met with or 

talked to each of our clubs and shared draft documents. The VSA is the formal document that allows 

volunteers to work on public lands; the same form is used by NPS and USFS. Clubs will submit their 

membership roster annually, so individual members will not have to fill out the forms. New volunteers 

will sign at the work trips. Leanna said she received comments on the VSA from several clubs. Rush 

Williamson expressed some PATC concerns; they cover large areas, and it is difficult to keep up with 

the administrative requirements. All the rules (including sending a roster each year) are a hindrance. He 

also asked how the process will work for nonmember groups such as scouts that come out just once 

Karen Lutz asked about smaller clubs’ reactions, and Jim Haggett mentioned that their lawyer wants 

the club to get individual forms signed.  
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Scott Birchman mentioned the job hazard analysis and that there are inherent risks. He asked if there 

will be a standard document that persons should sign, and if there is a termination provision. Walt 

Daniels asked if there is coordination with states. Leanna expressed hope that future Memorandums of 

Understanding (MOUs) with the states will address this subject, including identification of who is 

primary on workers compensation. Karen Lutz remarked that the VSA authorizes club to work on 

public land and protects against injury and tort claims--that makes the effort to get signatures 

worthwhile.  

Leanna discussed the three legged stool (Clubs, ATC, NPS) and that the VSA is between a club and  

NPS rather than ATC. The MOU, which is between the club and ATC, lists the club’s responsibilities; 

the VSA allows the club to carry out these tasks on public lands. ATC has its own VSA with NPS for 

Trail work that it performs. Walt Daniels asked about the status of the club MOUs; Leanna answered 

that it is waiting for the VSA to be resolved. She stated that MOUs will be revisesd every 5 years, but 

reviewed every year. The current VIP process will continue in place until the new VSA is 

implemented. Walt asked how Local Management Plans (LMPs) fit in, and Ron Tipton answered that 

LMPs are submitted to ATC.   

  

Jim Foster raised a question about working directly with NPS rather than through ATC. He said clubs 

view ATC as their intermediary between the club and bureaucracy, and they want ATC to be their 

gobetween whenever possible. Dan Schwartz added that we generally do not interact directly with 

NPS, except on LE matters. Leanna responded that the clubs do have responsibilities and she does not 

expect this process to be changed. Jim stated that this will be a step backward for clubs. Ron Tipton 

commented that it makes more sense for clubs to work directly with NPS on this specific responsibility. 

Bill Saunders suggested that without ATC to interpret and explain the process, clubs will need very 

specific standard operating procedures; our clubs don’t have routine interactions with NPS staff and 

will not know how and with whom to proceed. Keith Stegall commented that he does not expect our 

dynamics with ATC to change.   

  

Rush Williamson stated that the MARPC is the clubs’ interface and proposed that we express our 

concern to APPA and the ATC Board. A resolution will be prepared and then discussed at the end of 

the day. Susan Charkes asked Leanna to send the VSA template (mentioned in the meeting packet 

attachment) directly to the MARPC members. Scott Birchman suggested that the termination clause 

does not need to be there; if a club decides to no longer maintain, it will discuss with ATC first.  

  

Asset Inventory Status  

  

After the morning break, Keith Stegall provided an update on the Asset Inventory. Much work has been 

accomplished in the last few years. They have identified 2544 Facility Management Software System 

(FMSS) locations; collected all the data, and put it in GIS format. NPS is working to clear up 

anomalies. They are also working to understand road crossings--especially those on NPS land--and will 

collect more data as needed. NPS anticipates they will eventually identify about 3000 locations.   

  

The next steps are to complete an initial final draft of the results for RPCs’ review; submit to NPS; 

work with the FMSS team to identify locations; develop an asset priority index (scores of 1 – 100) that 

denotes the importance to NPS; calculate current replacement value (CRV), and understand the 
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operational maintance requirements at each location. NPS plans to distribute data to clubs in 2018. 

Rush Williamson asked that NPS let the clubs know what choices are available for formatting data; 

PATC will want both “tech” and “non-tech” versions. Mike Bowman asked how value is calculated; 

and Keith answered that FMSS has methods to calculate CRV. For example, there is a standard rate for 

stone steps based on what it would cost if a contractor did the work; the algorithm includes a location 

factor.  

  

Ron Tipton thanked NPS for the accomplishment, which makes A.T. requests more competitive against 

other parks. Scott Birchman asked how the data will be validated and updated--Keith answered that 

clubs should continually submit update forms to keep data current, which will avoid a need to perform 

an update process every few years. Moe Lemire asked how clubs can know what the current inventory 

shows—Keith answered that clubs should contact ATC. Keith said that the shelter and privy forms are 

the most complex, but they will need to be updated often. Jim Haggett said that the NY/NJ club 

recently replaced puncheons made of oak (which had a life of 10 years) with locust wood (50 year life). 

Keith responded that the CRV valuation won’t be able to capture that. Dan Schwartz asked if clubs will 

be able to see their specific inventory, Keith answered maybe in the future.  

  

Sawyer Training  

  

Bob Sickley provided an update on chain saw training. The new program is minimally changed from 

the volunteer’s perspective. It still uses the USFS training curriculum. First aid certification is still 

required, but Bob does not review the first aid cards. ATC will still use USFS personnel for training 

when available, or USFS-recognized contractors in other circumstances. Certification cards for 

contractor training will not be issued by USFS or reflected in its national data base.  

  

At USFS, a certifying official issues the cards. NPS is considering who should be a certifying official, 

as well as possible provision for volunteer instructors. Jim Foster asked about changes in the 

certification levels. Bob replied that the new program removes diameter restrictions. Level A 

(apprentice) must still be accompanied by a certified sawyer. A Level C can be for bucking, felling or 

both. Leanna commented that these changes reflect USFS’s experience with accidents. In the western 

U.S., bucking may be complex and there may be bucking experts who do not do felling. Peter Brown 

asked where are documents that explain these complexities; Bob said he will send them to the clubs.   

  

Rush Williamson commented that PATC has many land partners and would like to use USFS-certified 

sawyers in PATC’s program, but three national parks will not accept APPA sawyer cards. PATC’s 

wish is that if their sawyers have a certification and a first aid card, they should be able to show up 

anywhere. More flexibility, and universal acceptance of sawyer cards, are needed. Leanna said that 

unless the card is USFS-issued, it will not be in  the USFS data base. Bob indicated that sawyers will 

get the USFS evaluation form from the training contractor and can show it to get recognition. USFS has 

agreed to recognize it if the contractor teaches to the USFS curriculum. Keith Stegall said that things 

will not change until NPS issues its new policy; issues of parity and reciprocity are being looked at. 

Karen Lutz asked when the NPS solicitor might issue its opinion. Leanna did not know, but stated that 

overall there is movement in a positive direction.  
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Club Reports  

  

• Walt Daniels gave the first presentation for the New Jersey Management Committee of the New 

York / New Jersey Trail Club (NY-NJTC) report. They reported 1378 volunteer hours in the 

annual report; worked at multiple areas, have redecked the northern section (and some of the 

southern section) of the Pochuk boardwalk. The club’s 2018 projects will include the NJ State / 

A.T. MOU, finishing the southern section of the boardwalk replacement, and pursuing the 

purchase of land for a parking area.   

  

Moe Lemire (Orange Rockland A.T. Management Committee of the NY-NJTC) discussed his 

participation in a 3-day Trail Days in Damascus, Virginia and in an exhibit at Bear Mountain, a  

July northbound section hike and trail assessment, and the biennial conference at Colby 

College. In September he volunteered with the Bear Mountain trail crew  working on the steps.  

There are only 85 steps needed to complete the work.  

Jim Hagget (Duchess Putnam A.T. Management Committee) reported there were 118 

volunteers and 3842 hours in 2017. They participated in two Harlem Valley A.T. community 

events: a community hike and trail day. They hiked with Congressman Faso and sought his 

support to retain the Land and Water Conservation Fund. They met with the NPS wayfinding 

contractor, and participated in a dam inspection at Nuclear Lake, and continued restoration at 

Fahnestock State Park. Jim also reported on two grant-funded projects: replacing steps south of 

Taconic Parkway and puncheons at Route 9 and 403.  

  

• Barb Wiemann gave the Allentown Hiking Club (AHC) report. NPS recognized Richard Snyder 

for 50 years of service on the AT.  Several members attended the ATC biennial conference.  

AHC is working to digitize archived records. The AHC donated $250 to the ATC Ridge Runner 

Program. Ed Ritter, their trails chair, tested a modified lawn mower on the trail.  AHC plans to 

apply for a grant for a brush hog to replace the lawn mower in 2018.  Ed removed a camp toilet 

that someone had been using at the Outerbridge shelter in  

September.   AHC will prepare the the hike schedule for KTA’s spring meeting in Jim Thorpe.  

  

• Jan King reported on Wilmington Trail Club (WTC) activities. WTC conducted two general 

maintenance trips to clear trail and repaint blazes. A partial monitoring trip to their AT 

Boundary in July will be followed by a maintenance and monitoring trip in December. They 

had seven active AT maintainers this year, who contributed 67.5 hours of field work, “other 

hours”, mostly attending MARPC meetings, and traveled 73 hours to field work sites.   

  

See the writtten club reports for more information.  

  

APPA Update  

  

After lunch, Denise Nelson gave an update on NPS / APPA activities and referred to the written update 

provided with the meeting information packet. Dan Schwartz asked about the timeline for the 

Palmerton relocation. Denise said NPS has finished consultations with the Fish and Wildlife Service; 
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they are preparing a letter to the State Historic Preservation Office; and they hope to begin construction 

around the fall of 2018.  

  

Karen Lutz asked about the results of the Find Your Park campaign. Keith Stegall said there was an 

increase in park visitors, putting more stress on park staff. Ron Tipton added that Zion National Park is 

considering setting limits on the number of visitors.   

  

Denise said that NPS will be celebrating the 50th anniversary of the National Trails System Act (NTSA) 

in 2018, which could further increase the number of visitors to the Trail. APPA has not yet made plans 

about how to celebrate the anniversary,and  clubs are invited to give their input. Leanna Joyner 

mentioned that NPS is seeking interns to help celebrate the NTSA. She suggested clubs come up with 

ideas and events to help focus attention on the A.T. Ron Tipton added that ATC and the Pacific Crest 

Trail Association are going to conduct joint messaging and activities.   

  

Susan Charkes asked about the status of the wayfinding pilot project. Keith Stegall said that there are 

three sites in the Mid-Atlantic, including Rt. 7 (VA), Annapolis Rocks (MD), and Nuclear Lake (NY). 

This effort is really a trailhead finding project that provides information about the trail. The pilot will 

produce templates for kiosks that can be applied elsewhere on the A.T., to better provide the public 

with information they should know. There will be templates for signage, suggested topics, etc. Susan 

asked where the information will be located, and Keith answered it will be at the parking area or public 

access point.  

  

Policy on Connecting and Access Trails  

  

Karen Lutz provide a brief overvierw of the draft policy on connecting, spur and access trails that was 

distributed with the meeting packet. Clubs mostly deal with undesignated spur and access trails. We 

should take steps to have unapproved trails removed from guidebooks and similar publications. Ron 

Rosen asked about item 11 in the document, which states that a long-term management plan has been 

developed—Ron asked how this will take place. Karen said the policy should be incorporated in clubs’ 

Local Management Plans.  

  

MARO Report  

  

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office (MARO) staff presented highlights of some of their activities, which 

were described in more detail in an attachment to the meeting packet. Karen Lutz thanked Ron Tipton 

for his work and noted Michele Miller’s 25th anniversary at ATC. She reminded the committee that the 

March 2018 meeting will be a combined MARPC and A.T. Community meeting, held at the Capital  

Retreat Center in Waynesboro, PA. The Volunteer Leadership meeting will be held in August at the 

National Conservation Training Center (NCTC) in Shepardstown, West Virginia; two representatives 

from each club are invited to attend.   

  

Ron Tipton commented that the Board will also meet that week, and the first annual members’ meeting 

will also take place at the NCTC. Karen said that ATC hired Lynn Davis as its congressional liaison, 

and she is working to convene an A.T. Caucus in the House of Representatives; this will be a big 
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achievment. Karen also asked clubs to contact her if they would like to participate in Hike the Hill, 

which will take place in Washington, DC, for one day during the week of February 12.   

  

Karen said that the Wallkill National Wildlife Refuge in NJ will be the next big challenge after Bear 

Mountain; it is our last big roadwalk problem. This is a complicated long standing (and long lingering) 

boardwalk and 140’ pedestrian bridge project. Both APPA and the Wallkill National Wildlife Refuge 

are involved in the process, and MARO has engaged a company to complete the environmental 

assessment for the Wallkill River crossing.   

  

Brooks Mountcastle reported on the status of the Blue Mountain Ski Resort. At a Lower Towamensing 

Township Zoning Hearing Board (ZHB) in May about the owner of Blue Mountain Ski Resort 

requesting variances to permit the construction of an 85 foot hotel/condo 12 feet from an NPS 

conservation easement, ATC-MARO’s Regional Director was denied the opportunity to deliver her full 

testimony as to why ATC-MARO should be a party to the proceedings.  MARO’s Director was also not 

fully cross-examined.  Since ATC was denied standing, ATC appealed the ZHB’s decision. The appeal 

will be heard in December in Carbon County. In November 2014, during routine boundary easement 

monitoring, ATC and AMC-DV discovered new facilities at Blue Mt. Ski Resort on NPS conservation 

easements. NPS has issued a cease and desist order of December 31, 2017 and directed that Blue 

Mountain must develop a plan by December 31, 2017 for removing the equipment. The ski resort is 

seeking meetings with NPS senior leaders and congressional representatives about the cease and desist 

order. Brooks also said that he met with 10 townships regarding the A.T, and that ATC has awarded 

mini-grants to two PA townships (Silver Spring and Plainfield).  

Ryan Seltzer provided an update on boundary monitoring. He announced that the new boundary 

reporting app is ready to be given to clubs. They will be able to view the app on smartphones, tablets 

and computers. The app will show all their land and boundary monitoring data, their location, and the 

land owner. Clubs can enter updates on the spot. Ryan will be sending out user names and passwords. 

Walt Daniels asked how complete is the data; Ryan answered that it is about 90% complete, they are 

finishing some areas in NY.  

  

Bob Sickley reported that the mid-Atlantic trail crew worked its standard 8 week fall season this year, 

from late August to late October. They filled 70% of their slots and worked with 3 clubs on 4 projects. 

These individuals contributed approximately 1,270 volunteer hours to the A.T. This season, the 

MidAtlantic Crew worked four projects: They worked at Bear Mountain, a major complex project 

begun in 2006. During the week the crew spent there this season they installed six rock steps and 118 

cubic feet of crush, and worked on revegetating 1,440 square feet of disturbed area along finished new 

Trail. The crew worked for three weeks on the Loudon Heights relocation, begun in 2015, mostly 

defining tread by crushing native stone in low spots and surfacing with soil, with stone steps installed 

where needed, and finished 400 feet of new tread, including six steps. They worked for two weeks to 

re-deck 475 linear feet of the Pochuck Boardwalk (this boardwalk section originally built in 2000.) The 

MidAtlantic Crew finished this season by extending the steel helical pier supported Conodoguinet 

Boardwalk by 100 feet. Bob also mentioned problems encountered with aging vehicles used by 

MARO,  and several possible solutions were discussed.   

  

Bob stated that there were 12 ridgerunners in the mid-Atlantic program this year, and the new 

smartphone app they used was well received. The 12 Mid-Atlantic Ridgerunners made 34,800 hiker 
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contacts compared to about 37,400 in 2016. Bob also said ATC has populated shelter and campsite 

information into the ATcamp registration system. The visitor use management study (Jeff Marion) 

finished collecting data at 1050 trail locations, looking at topics such as vegetation trampling.  

  

Katie Hess discussed South Mountain Partnership activities. They awarded Leave No Trace (LNT) 

mini-grants; held their fall meeting earlier in October in Adams County and a Spring meeting last 

April. A year end celebration will be held in Cumberland County in January.  

  

Michele Miller reported she is working with Denise Nelson and other partners on external threats and 

gave an update on pipelines. A proposed solution at Penn East will require a land exchange bewteen 

NPS and the PA Game Commission. Three telecommunication towers have been removed at a spot on 

PATC’s Trail section. There is a proposal for a new transmission line at Shock Rock near Duncannon 

on SATC’s Trail section; this may necessitate a trail relocation.   

  

Ron Tipton commented that this is the time to ask congressmen to be part of the A.T. Caucus, because 

the Trail is a topic that is popular with the public. Ron also informed the committee that the oldest thru 

hiker (age 82) is hiking in this area now, he is expected to arrive at Harpers Ferry on Wednesday.   

  

Sara Haxby reported that the MARO Visitor Center hired its first full-time visitor services 

representative from June to October this year, which provided coverage on weekends and holidays. 

There was a decrease in the number of visitors compared to 2016. Sara took the LNT Master Educator 

training. Sara worked with the Girl Scouts on two projects. A grant From the Cumberland Valley 

Visitors Bureau was given to reprint brochures.   

  

Laura Potteiger discussed the 14-State Challenge; visitors can earn a patch by day hiking or visiting a 

Trail Community in each A.T. state. The flip-flop initiative will be held again next year in April. More 

than 500 hikers registered, 25% more than the previous year. Laurie is working to help develop 

messaging related to Trail Magic. Scott Birchman commented that we are seeing thru hikers later than 

in the past, which is sign that ATC efforts are working.   

  

Leanna Joyner said that ATC is considering updating the ATC volunteer database. She will be handling 

volunteer recognition awards. Ron Rosen asked who will handle LL Bean grants--Leanna said that is 

not decided yet.  

  

Club Reports  

  

• Dan Schwartz reported on AMC Delaware Valley activities. They are working with NPS and 

ATC on the Blue Mountain Ski Resort issues.  

  

• Jonathan Ludwick, a Gettysburg-based park ranger, said that he will be devoting 25% of his 

time to LE problems on the A.T. from PennMar to Wind Gap. Clubs should continue to report 

LE issues through the usual process (inform MARO). He will try to visit a site if there are 

significant problems. In the event of an immediate threat, contact local LE. Jonathan said that 

Carin Farley is working on a new process. Tom Morley asked if there is a list of local LE 
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contacts; Karen Lutz answered that clubs should be preparing those lists for their LMPs, as well 

as lists of other contacts for fire, search and rescue, etc. Susan Charkes asked who they should 

contact for LE issues between Wind Gap and Delaware Valley. Karen Lutz responded that 

Carin is working to develop arrangements to cover that area. They want to start by getting a 

better understanding of the number of incursions on the A.T. Keith Stegall reinforced the earlier 

advice that for now, clubs should follow the existing process and contact MARO (e.g., contact 

Ryan Seltzer for boundary encroachments). Jonathan emphasized that it is important to report 

any incident, even if it is small.   

  

Nomination Committee and Officer Elections  

  

Cindy Radich reported on the Nominations Committee activity. We give awards for Volunteer of the 

Year, Organizational Partner of the Year, and Individual Partner of the Year. She asked clubs to send 

nominations to Anne Griffin by January 1. Decisions will be made by February 1 for presentation at the 

March MARPC meeting.  

  

Cindy also provided an update on officer elections. Ron Rosen and Bill Saunders agreed to continue in 

their positions as Chair and Recording Secretary. Anne will not be continuing as Vice-Chair, so 

volunteers are asked to step up. She said that Tom Morley and Jim Foster are willing to serve as 

ViceChair.  

  

Prescribed Burn Policy  

  

Michele Miller discussed the draft policy for prescribed burns that was distributed in the meeting 

packet. Prescribed burns have been used on the A.T. in other areas lately, and they must be added to the 

management plan before APPA can use. The issue arose here because the PA Bureau of Forestry and 

the PA Game Commission both approached MARO about using prescribed burns on the A.T. corridor.  

The draft policy builds on other existing A.T. policies. Michelle asked that clubs review the draft and 

provide comments.   

  

Michele described the A.T. section within Michaux State Forest. In 2002 the state designated this area 

as a natural heritage site due to unique habitats. In 2011 the state found 40 plant and animal species of 

concern. This area has traditionally been mostly pitch pine and scrub oak, but other species are 

invading. In 2011 the state suggested steps to repopulate the pine and scrub oak; species such as black 

gum are targets. The management area is 500 acres, and the A.T. runs through a smaller 117 acre 

section. Mowing was suggested to reduce the impact of a prescribed burn. ATC recommended 

notification of the public, and PATC established kiosks explaining the project at the beginning and end 

of the trail section.   

  

Michele showed photos of the burn conducted in September--this was the first phase. Pitch pine cones 

should release their seeds, and the partner organizations will be watching to see what takes place. Walt 

Daniels asked if a prescribed burn of a small area is feasible--Michele answered that she thinks so. 

Walt added that he has observed that land recovers quickly from fires. Michele said it is important to 

consider how a burn will affect invasive species, and commented that methods for controlling a fire can 
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be more damaging than the fire itself. Brooks Mountcastle asked if there is a policy about informing the 

public—e.g., possible air quality impacts. Michele said ATC is still awaiting comments from USFS and 

other partners, she expects that the draft will be sent to the Stewardship Council soon.   

  

Kevin Shannon asked if the draft policy was affected by the September prescribed burn. Michele 

replied that the policy was already being drafted; the burn was an opportunity to consider its 

application, but did not result in changes to the policy. Karen Lutz added that the fire was a good 

chance to think about the policy and its implementation. Michaux involved ATC throughout the 

process, and Michele drafted the policy as the prescribed plan was being planned. Kevin asked about 

impacts on bird and wildlife populations. Michele said that Michaux did consider that in their planning. 

Rush Williamson stated he is glad we have a policy, and that fires can be a tool to help control forest 

health. Walt Daniels asked if this policy could be used as the basis for a policy on wildfire 

management. Michele answered she will check it see if a policy already exists.  

  

Club Reports  

  

• Cindy Radich reviewed Susquehanna Appalachian Trail Club (SATC) activities. They cleared 

graffiti from the north face of Shock Rock last fall, which re-ocurred and was cleaned again. 

Cindy thanked MARO for preparing and hanging new signs there. SATC would like to see 

some arrests as discouragement to others. They are working on trail erosion spots and leading 

hikes on the A.T. in other sections of PA.  

  

• Tom Morley described York Hiking Club (YHC) activities. The club did not do any boundary 

work this year, but they had to deal with a significant number of blowdowns. There were two 

incidents of incursions onto the Trail. After seeing evidence of ATV trespassing, they worked 

with Ryan Seltzer to set up rock barriers and may add more in the future. They received a report 

of graffiti, but have not found it yet. Members of YHC attended the Boy Scout Jamboree. Ron 

Tipton mentioned the need for expertise in how to communicate with the Scouts, he anticipates 

a possible future grant to address this need.  

  

• Susan Charkes discussed Batona Hiking Club’s (BHC) activities. Their partnership with Wind 

Gap Borough is achieving benefits, they replaced a kiosk that was blown down in a storm and 

provided other assistance. BHC reported several long-term tenters to ATC, and submitted a 

proposed re-route to APPA. BHC also plans to construct an erosion barrier or reroute the trail to 

resolve damage caused by a contractor.  

  

• Mike O’Connor presented the Mountain Club of Maryland (MCM) club report. MCM now has 

868 members; club volunteers have been busy with trail and shelter maintenance and graffiti 

removal. ATC assisted in cutting a number of dead trees near MCM shelters. The club 

completed construction fo a new moldering privy, which involved 33 volunteers and more than 

1000 hours of work. Volunteers attended the Duncannon A.T. Community festival. Local 

elementary school students designed and made a mural for the back of the kiosk at the PA-850 

parking area. MCM volunteers also participated in supporting the KTA Trail Challenge event 

by manning a checkpoint in September.  
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• Kevin Shannon gave the Cumberland Valley Appalachian Trail Club (CVATC) report. The 

club held its annual meeting and elections; conducted monthly work days; and members 

assisted the Mid-Atlantic Trail Crew in building a boardwalk extension along the Conodoguinet 

Creek just south of Scott Farm. CVATC has purchased a new pop-up tent that has been used at 

several events. They met with Leanna Joyner and Karen Lutz in July; and met with a local 

structural engineer to assess priorities for replacing longer bridges north of the Scott Farm; they 

reported results to Bob Sickley for the capital projects list  

  

• Peter Brown reviewed Potomac Appalachian Trail Club (PATC) activities. A new president, 

elected in November, resigned and has been replaced by Jim Tomlin. John Hedrick took over 

Jim’s spot as Supervisor of Trails. A new bridge has been built near the Antietam Shelter. New 

logs have been brought into the Rod Hollow Shelter for repairs. They replaced the roof at the 

David Lesser Shelter, rebuilt the Annapolis Rock privies, and are planning a new privy at Birch 

Run. PATC is having communications problems with Shenandoah National Park about what the 

club can and cannot do, and are experiencing delays in obtaining compliance approvals for 

necessary projects.  

  

See the written trail club reports for more information.  

  

New Business  

  

• Ron Rosen reported on the Chair’s activities. He does not bring requests for small trail changes 

to the MARPC, and has signed off on several small requests. He attended the Stewardship 

Council meeting; Ron participated in LL Bean grant deliberations and encourages clubs to 

submit ideas. He also participated in a fund raiser hike to benefit ATC.  

  

• The MARPC has a new email list distribution list provider   

  

• Club liability insurance: Karen Lutz will put this on the spring 2018 agenda. Sara will send a 

questionnaire to clubs ahead of time to collect information. Rush Williamson said that PATC 

just performed a review of their policy, he will share information about what they did.  

• Karen Lutz spoke about A.T. specialty tags in New York. The legislature passed a bill that did 

not meet ATC’s needs (e.g., generating revenue to support NY trails). Ron Rosen added that 

recently NY state has opened up an administrative process for specialty organization tags, they 

will explore whether that process can be used.  

  

• Jim Foster introduction a motion to approve a resolution expressing MARPC concerns about 

the proposed VSA process.  

  

The MARPC wishes to express to the Board of Directors of the Appalachian Trail Conservancy 

(ATC) and the Appalachian Trail Park Office (APPA) of the National Park Service, its views 

concerning the proposed Volunteer Service Agreements (VSAs).  
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1. The A.T. Maintaining Clubs with the MARPC have appreciated the role of ATC as 

intermediaries between them and governmental agencies such as APPA and as advisor 

concerning these relationships.  

  

2. Regardless of whether or not it is ultimately decided that the Maintaining Clubs will 

negotiate agreements directly with APPA, the Maintaining Clubs wish that these 

agreements make it clear that ATC’s role as an intermediary and advisor to the 

Maintaining Clubs will continue.  

  

3. All applicable agreements involving the Maintaining Clubs, ATC and APPA shall 

clearly acknowledge ATC’s longstanding and continuing advisory and supporting role 

with the Maintaining Clubs.  

  

Rush Williamson seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously by the MARPC.  

  

• Ron Rosen then discussed several closing items:  

o The spring 2018 meeting will be held on March 23-25 at the Capital Retreat Center in 

Waynesboro, PA. The partner hike will begin at 3 p.m. on Friday, and the meeting will end 

at noon on Sunday. This meeting will include A.T. Communities. If anyone has comments 

regarding this meeting, please email Ron and Sara Haxby.  

o The fall 2018 meeting will be held on October 20 at a location to be determined.  

  

Ron adjourned the meeting at 4:42 p.m.  

  

    

Appendix 1 – Trail Club Reports  
  

  

From: Carl Griffin <griffins2@verizon.net>  

Date: October 5, 2017 at 11:09:12 AM EDT  

To: wsaunders@comcast.net  

Subject: Allentown Hiking Club - Report for fall MARP Meeting  

The National Park Service recognized Richard Snyder, an AHC member for 50 years of service on the AT.  Dick 

was a past president of the AHC, hike leader, led work parties to replace the Allentown Shelter and has been a 

section maintainer for over 30 years.    

   
Several members attended the ATC biennial conference.  Barb Wiemann was able to get some of our older 

archive records placed onto a digital format.  Barb will continue to have the archives digitized and share the files 

with the AT museum.   The AHC donated $250 to the ATC Ridge Runner Program.  

   
Trails chair, Ed Ritter tested a modified lawn mower on the trail.  It appeared to work well.  We will be applying 

for a grant for a brush hog to replace the lawn mower in 2018.  Ed removed a camp toilet that someone had 

been using at the Outerbridge shelter in September.   Ed is  also working on a hike schedule with KTA for their 

spring meeting in Jim Thorpe.  
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2017 Fall AMC-DV MA-RPC  

  

1. Supervised / oversaw Ridgerunner Nick Espinosa this summer.  He was an excellent 

ridgerunner and produced very interesting and colorful reports of work done along the trail and 

things he’d seen.  He produced an end of season report with some good recommendations for 

the future.  He did some social media outreach regarding fire rings and conservation issues.  

Support from all the trail clubs for the ridgerunner program in the NE PA section is greatly 

appreciated.   

2. Penneast Pipeline - still slowly making its way along through the legal processes.  The land 

swap between the SGL and NPS looks like it should be moving forward to then allow the SGC 

to permit the pipeline to cross the AT co-aligned with a large powerline crossing.  This would 

reduce fragmentation of the SGL 168 and several miles of extra pipeline.  

3. Blue Mountain -   

a. The NPS solicitor has notified the Blue Mountain resort to cease and desist on the 

conflicting uses of the easement property and come up with a plan by the end of the year 

to end those uses (high ropes course, mountain biking trails, frisbee golf, spartan races, 

etc.)  

b. Hotel plans - The ATC and AMC have filed a suit against the county zoning hearing 

board for refusing to hear reasons from ATC regarding 8 variances requested (and 

granted) to Blue Mountain for construction of a 6 story hotel within 12 feet of the 

easement property. The denial of ATC’s standing that could set a precedent in such 

cases.  

  

 
  

Batona Hiking Club report to MARPC Oct 21, 2017  

  

BHC has about 125 members, half of whom are active with the club.  

Our VIP report for the year tallied 15 volunteers, with a total of 260 field hours, 100 administrative and 

additional hours, and 101 travel hours, so a total of 481 hours.  Of the 15 volunteers most AT-related 

work during the year by about 6 volunteers.  

  

The Wind Gap kiosk which had been blown down in a storm was reinstalled by Wind Gap borough and 

we replaced some signage. We are posting a reversible sign in the kiosk to indicate if the spring at the 

south end of Wolf Rocks bypass trail is wet or dry.  

  

Volunteers from AMC and Batona reported a couch that had been dumped at the Wind Gap trailhead.    

Borough of Wind Gap street department removed the couch.   

  

We had 2 scheduled maintenance days doing trail cleaning and blazing, and several additional 

unscheduled maintenance days, on which we dismantled fire rings and picked up trash.   
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Over the summer, we had long-term tenters, possibly homeless, which we reported to ATC.  

  

With Ryan Seltzer and Ellen Lott, The Nature Conservancy Project Mgr, we met with an encroaching 

trail neighbor to discuss boundary issues. It was a positive meeting.  

  

We are also working w/ Ryan on trying to resolve issues with a neighbor canceling access to the Trail 

through his land which had been helpful for boundary work.   

  

The 0.8-mile proposed “woods trail re-route” was visited by Marion Orlousky for botanical review. The 

route will be adjusted based on the review. We are hoping to hear of final APPA compliance approval 

(currently listed as pending).  

  

ATC advised us that we will not be able to get the tower company to fix the damage to the Trail on the 

gravel road. We will take care of it by constructing an erosion barrier or if necessary reroute the Trail.   

  

We greatly benefitted from the services of the Ridge Runner Nick Espinosa this summer, especially for 

trail maintenance during these high-use times. BHC donated to ATC to support the program.  

  

Marty Otto attended Wind Gap trail days on Sept. 17th.  He handed out brochures and talked to people 

about trail mx, etc.  Marty has volunteered to be the club’s liaison with Wind Gap Trail Community.  

  

We are extremely happy that first portion of PA American Water company land transfer has been 

completed to US FWS. Marty Otto attended the Conservation Fund celebration of Cherry Valley NWR 

on April 24th at Kirkridge.  

  

We are looking forward to the transfer of Knibbe property scheduled for April 2018.  

  

Mike Hughes and Abbie Wysor met w/ Leanna Joyner in July to discuss club needs for ATC resources.  

  

Karen Lutz will be honored at the annual club dinner on Oct 28.  

 
  

From: Scott Birchman <hawkscottb@gmail.com>  

Date: Mon, Oct 23, 2017 at 2:27 PM  

Subject: BMECC Report Fall 2017  

To: shaxby@appalachiantrail.org, David Reitz <dreitz44@yahoo.com>   

In April, Joan Moyer was elected as club president for another two year term. This is the third time she 

has been president in the past 25 years. She deserves an award for her enthusiasm and persistence.  

In May, seven club members participated in a Garlic Mustard Pull expedition led by A.T.C. staffer 

Marion Orlousky. Two-hundred and seventy pounds of the nasty weed were collected.  
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The Wm. Penn Shelter composting privy was converted to a moldering privy this past spring. We are 

awaiting approval from Weiser State Forest to do the same conversion at Eagle's Nest Shelter.  

In June, the Pa. Game Commission rebuilt the Stony Valley Rail Trail/A.T. crossing bridge over 

Rausch Creek.The stone arch structure had been gradually collapsing into the creek for years. They had 

previously installed a "driveway span" above the arch and they have now removed all the underlying 

stone work and reset the steel span on new piers- this is a disappointing loss of a historic stone rail 

bridge. During the month long project, the A.T. had to be re-routed to avoid the construction area.Also, 

the steel road bridge/A.T. crossing over the Little Schuylkill River in Port Clinton will be replaced 

within the next two years.The project is still in the early study and approval stages. According to the 

planners, one traffic lane and the pedestrian walkway will remain open during the reconstruction, so 

there will be no impact for A.T. hikers to cross the river.  

Joan Moyer and a contingent of BMECC members attended the Conference in Waterville,  Maine in 

August. Club member Linda Enders is a member of the Vista transition committee.   

BMECC completed a quiet title acquisition of 2 parcels of 150 acres of land near Schubert's Gap along 

the A.T. corridor. We entered into a land conservation agreement with Berks Nature of Reading, Pa. to 

preclude any further development of three woodland properties owned by the club. In the near future 

the club also plans to initiate an easement agreement for the 34 acre Renschler Arboretum property 

located off- the-trail in Bern Township.  

A vacant house trailer on NPS property, adjoining the club's Lundgren property on the the top of the 

Blue Mountain near Route 501, was vandalized two times over the summer. The MARO has requested 

that NPS raze the building, but to date the NPS's response has been to send us some "danger/no 

trespassing" placards that have been placed by BMECC on the structure.   

BMECC would like to thank Bob Sickley for assisting with hazardous trees. The Chainsaw 

Recertification class will take place @ 501 on Saturday October 28th.  

BMECC is currently composing a new membership brochure with more focus on the benefits of 

membership and less focus our history.  

  

 
  

    

CVATC Report October 21, 2017 MA RPC Meeting  

  

• Current membership is 124.  

• Volunteer hours were recently reported to ATC (total number not available).  

• Since the spring RPC meeting, we held quarterly Board meetings on March 9th, June 8th and 

September 14th.  
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• Our annual membership meeting/potluck dinner was held on Thursday, March 16th. Craig Dunn 

and Jim Foster gave a presentation after dinner on the club’s 25th anniversary celebration that 

took place in September 2016. Four (4) vacant Board positions were filled at that meeting, 

including a new President, Vice President and Secretary.  

• After our March 18th monthly workday was snowed out, we have held workdays on the third 

Saturday of each month. Work is organized by our Trail Master, Craig Dunn.  

• Club members assisted the Mid-Atlantic Trail Crew with a boardwalk extension along the 

Conodoguinet Creek just south of Scott Farm. The club has invited membership and the Trail 

Crew to a picnic at the Scott Farm tomorrow afternoon (10/22/17).  

• We used our recently acquired pop-up tent with the club logo at various local events, including 

Foundry Day and the A.T. Music Fest in Boiling Springs.  

• We received an order of tee-shirts to help market the club and will be printing brochures early 

next year.  

• Kevin Shannon and Craig Dunn met with Leanna Joyner and Karen Lutz in Boiling Springs at 

the end of July. Kevin and Craig also met with a local structural engineer to assess priorities for 

replacing longer bridges north of the Scott Farm. Craig reported results to Bob Sickley for the 

capital projects list.  

• Boundary work days took place throughout this period under leadership of Mike Bowman.  

__________________________________________________________________________  

    

KTA A.T. Section Report for October 21, 2017 MARPC Meeting  

•   
• Our management team consists of:  Jim Foster, section manager; Dennis Hurley, eastern 

subsection coordinator; Ed Ritter, western subsection coordinator; Charlie Ogle, parking lot & 

kiosk coordinator; Kathy Corpora, boundary coordinator.  Our activities are coordinated 

through KTA's Meetup site and a KTA Lehigh Gap Section group on Facebook.  We've 

established a dedicated email address for our A.T. section, ktalehighgapat@gmail.com  We 

have approximately 25 volunteers who fill various roles on our section.  We’d love to have 

more volunteers.  

• In September, we had a very successful work day.  13 volunteers showed up. We refreshed 

blazes on the A.T., and cut brush and removed invasives on the A.T. and Winter Trail.  We’ll 

schedule additional work days as needed.  PennDOT has told us they plan to install the sign at 

the Lehigh Gap east parking lot by the end of October.  A number of old tires have been left at 

our parking lots.  PennDOT has removed some of them, for which we are very grateful.  We 

also plan to have some gravel delivered to fill in some holes at the Lehigh Gap east parking lot.  
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Mountain Club of Maryland  
Club Report for period from April through October 2017  

  

Membership  

As of September 30, 2017, our total membership is 864, an increase of 6 members compared to this 

time last year.    

  

Trails  

Over the past 6 months, on our sections of the A.T., we made   

• 10 trips to remove blowdowns  

• 4 trips to remove graffiti  

• 4 work crews various projects - drainage improvement, puncheon installation  

Total trail volunteer hours - 466  

  

Planning next 6 months.  Most trail work on hiatus for winter  

Late October work crew to improve drainage  

Early March assessment of winter damage and planning work trips.  

  

Shelters   

MCM volunteers continued to perform maintenance and make routine repairs at our four hiking 

shelters.  

We have recently completed the construction of a new handicapped-accessible moldering privy at the 

Alec Kennedy shelter near Boiling Springs. Since breaking ground in March, our volunteers have 

worked steadily on the project, in which 33 individual volunteers devoted more than 100 person-days 

of work (a total of more than 1000 hours, including travel time). On October 22, MCM will close the 

existing privy and open the new one for use. Volunteers are needed to carry tools, ladders, hardware 

and scrap lumber down from the work site.  

Bob Sickley also helped us by felling hazard trees around the new privy.  

  

MCM, MARO and trail crew members made two visits to the Cove Mountain shelter in July and cut 

approximately a dozen dead trees that were in reach of the shelter or privy.   

  

Planned Activities:   

We have held discussions with MARO regarding a future project request to build several tent pads at 

the Kennedy Shelter, and we expect to submit the project request in early 2018.  

  

Local Trails  

MCM volunteers have been working closely with other trail organizations to repair and build trails in 

Patapsco Valley State Park.  We also have a group of assigned trail maintainers in this park.    
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ATC Community Activities in Duncannon PA  

Students from Susquenita school district created a mural made of bottle caps.  The mural, which 

appears to measure about 4 ft by 6 ft., was recently placed on one side of the A.T. kiosk on Route 850 

near Marysville PA during a dedication ceremony on September 29.    

The ceremony was attended by the students who created the mural, their art teacher, and folks from 

MARO, MCM, and the Duncannon area.  The kids are really proud of their contribution to the trail and 

the community.  

Also, the Duncannon A.T. Community held its annual festival in June.  It was well attended and had 

many vendors.  

  

Keystone Appalachian Trail (KTA) Challenge  

Ten MCM volunteers worked with the Susquehanna Appalachian Trail Club volunteers at one of the 

checkpoints at the KTA Challenge in September.  

  

 

NY-NJ Trail Conference  
  

New York east of Hudson River  
• 2017 volunteer hours reported to ATC  

- 118 volunteers  

- 3842 hours (2939 work, 903 travel & other)  

• Harlem Valley AT Community  

- Community hike w/discussion “Dover Oak”  

preservation efforts (Sept) - 

4th annual Trail Day (Oct)  

• Hike with U.S. Representative John Faso to Cat Rocks to 

advocate renewal of LWCF and purchase of Boniello 

property. Spearheaded by TPL  

• Trail activities  

- Met with NPS and Wayfinding contractor  

- Nuclear Lake dam inspection  

- Continuing restoration of AT in Fahnestock Park  

- Three additional described below  

--Article about maintenance of oak tree  

--Photos – replacement of steps south of Taconic Parkway  

--Photos – puncheons at Routes 9 and 403  
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PATC Activities Summary for Fall, 2017, MA-RPC Meeting  

  

PATC Scope:  
     >7600 members.  Total trail miles maintained is roughly 1200.      

AT maintenance of 240 miles  
     Trails maintained other than the AT:  

AT side trails  
Tuscarora Trail in Pennsylvania, Maryland, West Virginia, & Virginia  
Tuscarora side trails  

  

300 miles of side trails in Shenandoah ParkTrails in eight addition units of the National Park Service: 

Prince William Forest Park in Virginia, Manassas National Battlefield Park, Great Falls of the  
Potomac National Park, Rock Creek Park in Washington, DC, Wolf Trap National Park for the 

Performing Arts, Spotsylvania National Park, Antietam National Battlefield Park, and Catoctin 

Mountain Park  
Trails in the George Washington National Forest  
Trails in the DC metropolitan area  
Part of the Potomac Heritage Trail  

     Facilities being maintained for all of PATC's trail regions consist of: 52 trail 

shelters, maintenance huts, & campgrounds plus 42 rental cabins.  

  

AT Related Activities:  
• PATC has a new president, Jim Tomlin, replacing Don White who resigned.  
• Both privies at Annapolis Rock have been repaired and painted thanks to Scouts.  
• A new AT bridge near the Antietam shelter in Pennsylvania was designed and built by engineering 

students belonging to Students for International Development at George Mason University.  
• New logs have been brought into the Rod Hollow Shelter to replace the rotted logs.    
• The David Lessor shelter shingle roof has been replaced with metal.  
• The Whiskey Hollow shelter has been completed.  
• PATC is preparing to build a composting privy at the Birch Run shelter to replace the existing pit privy 

that is difficult to maintain.  
• An in-kind replacement bridge south of Route 605 in Northern Virginia is planned to be built late this fall.  
• There was a prescribed burn across the AT near Dead Woman Hollow as part of a habitat restoration 

project.  
• PATC continues to experience communication issues with Shenandoah National Park.  
• Major delays in obtaining compliance approval for various projects are being experienced.  This is a 

serious issue and impacts sanitation and minor trail reroutes.  
• Training workshops:  
• Backpacking  
• LNT  
• Overseer skills  
• Griphoist rigging  
• Traditional tools (Axe and Crosscut Saw)  
• Chainsaw certification/recertification  
• Hike Leaders  
• Trail Patrol  
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• First Aid  

  

 

  

MA-RPC Club Report October 21, 2017 Susquehanna Appalachian Trail Club  

  

The saga of Shock Rock graffiti artists vs. SATC continues… After removing all graffiti last fall from 

the north face of the rocks, we weren’t naïve and did expect that the young artists would return during 

summer party season and deface the area again.  They didn’t disappoint.  SATC held another graffiti 

removal workday in September. This year’s cleanup went smoothly, thanks to Jeff Buehler and his 

excellent organizational planning.  Our “painters, water carriers and power washers” are getting more 

experienced in the drill.  The paint seemed to come off more easily than before, which we attributed to 

the paint not being on the rock surface as long as before.  It was another full day for 12 volunteers.  

Earlier in the summer, thanks to the Mid-Atlantic office, the signs we had posted last year were 

replaced with updated versions.  A coordinated effort this spring with the power line company to down 

some dead trees and leave them across the secondary trail that leads to the south side of the rocks, 

which is the more isolated and popular side, was thwarted.  When the “partiers” found the downed trees 

that were suppose to deter them easy access, they became quite the trail maintainers and sawed up all 

the trees and limbs and cleared the path!  Now if only we could get these talented youngsters on our 

aging trail crew!    

In regard to the never-ending battle, believe until there is a law enforcement presence that would make 

arrests for either the underage drinking/drug use and/or the defacing of federal property, there will not 

be an end to it.  SATC is committed to continuing to removing the graffiti and absorbing the cost in 

materials and time at least once a year.  

  

Our fall work trips have been focused on trail erosion spots north of Rt. 325.  Jeff Buehler and Phil Day 

have recently replaced the backing in our kiosks that was damaged from the weather and sun.   

Otherwise, our trail section is in good condition after the heavy hiking season and heavy rain and storm 

season that brought quite a few trees down across the trail.  

  

The club continues to lead the AT Hike Across PA series.  There has been a core group of about 12 

who have done all sections.  We have also made friends with other hikers from VA, Maryland, and 

other PA clubs who have joined us for a section they needed here and there.  We are currently hiking 

across BMECC’s section soon to enter Allentown’s section.  Happy to report that your sections are in 

good shape!  

  

Tomorrow I will be guiding a news crew from our local CBS affiliate to the Rattling Run ghost town 

site on Stony Mountain.  Even though I’m sure the story will have something to do with Halloween, I 

hope this affords SATC and the AT some free PR! Perhaps even a story on Shock Rock, it never hurts 

to build these relationships.  

  

Thankfully, our summer and fall have been rather routine which in my book is a good thing.    
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WILMINGTON TRAIL CLUB REPORT  

  

FROM: Jan King  

  

TRAIL CLUB REPORT – OCTOBER 2017  

  

My WTC report follows:  

  

WTC membership remains steady at 900+. Members enjoy a range of outdoors activities including day 

hiking, backpacking, whitewater and flat water paddling, road cycling, snowshoeing and Nordic skiing, 

and about 400 such trips are led each year.  

  

WTC also performs a significant amount of volunteer work in Delaware and Pennsylvania public parks, 

primarily cleanup and trail maintenance. Regular club work tips are scheduled, and many members also 

volunteer as individuals. Financial contributions are made annually to local park volunteer groups, like 

minded conservation organizations and to provide scholarships for elementary public school outdoor 

classrooms in local parks.  

  

Our AT maintenance season since the last MARPC meeting included two general maintenance trips, 

where the entire section was brushed twice and all white blazes repainted. A partial monitoring trip to 

our AT Boundary in July will be followed by a maintenance and monitoring trip in December. We will 

have all yellow blazes repainted by 2018, keeping on a three year schedule. We had seven active AT 

maintainers this year, who contributed 67.5 hours of field work, “other hours”, mostly attending 

MARPC meetings, and traveled 73 hours to field work sites. Travel time reflects the fact that we are 

about 110 miles from the AT and probably deters some potential volunteers.  

  

We cannot thank the NEPA Ridge Runner, Nick Espinosa, enough for his outstanding service in our 

area.  

Future major projects for possibly 2018-2019 may include replacing the privy at the Kirkridge Shelter 

and renovation of three sections of trail( mostly rebuilding rock steps) between Delaware Water Gap 

and Fox Gap.  

  

  
 

Club Report York Hiking Club 21 Oct 2017  

  

Members  Est 110 no significant change from last year  

Active Members  25  

Average age  60+  

Activities since the last MRO meeting  

1. We did not do any boundary work this year, we will reinstitute it starting im2018  
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2. We had significant blow downs this year due to heavy storms passing through the area.  My hat 

goes off to Kevin Dunleavy to all the work he did to keep the trail open.  

3. Spring trail maintenance was earlier this year than usual an combined with a wetter summer the 

trail got overrun. We are going to delay spring maintenance to a later date this year.  

4. Had two incidents of incidences of trail incursions. One was evidence of a large   ATV driving 

down a woods road, Ryan and I blocked access  and put up other barriers to disrupt any travel 

so far there has been no repeat. However this may be hunters and I will have to check this fall. 

The second one was an ATV who came up a power line access road and drove down the trail 

for short distance. We are monitoring this and will probably put in barriers this fall.  

5. There was a report of graffiti on some rocks, I have not located this but it may be on the 

southern point which I will check out later this year. If significant, we will have to remove it the 

hard way. If it is where I think it is, it will require hand scrubbing and spray tanks of water.  

Can’t wait.    

6. Shelter was okay as well as the springs, wondering what others would think of painting the 

interior of the shelter white.  

7. Major concerns are having enough new people to help with the maintenance and the ever 

increasing burden of administrative over sight by the ATC and NFS. Let us do our job as we see 

fit to the circumstances.  

8. Does anyone have an opinion on painting the interior of the shelter white? It would make it 

brighter, but would it upset the sleep pattern?  

  

  


